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SPRING TERM 2017 
 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S STUDY 

 
After a very encouraging start to the year, in which 

Luke Rickard achieved an offer at Cambridge and 
others received offers at Imperial, we have 
enjoyed a hectic and exhilarating term, despite the 

bad weather that inevitably punctuated it and 
sadly put pay to the Lower Sixth Exercise at Leek.  

My thanks go to all the staff who have kept the 
students going and ensured that so much has been 
achieved.   

As the Spring Term unfolds there is always a sense 
of growing momentum within the College.  This is brought about by the inevitable 

onset of public examinations – once a distant thought beyond the horizon but, at least 
for the Upper Sixth, a realisation that their respective academic journeys are entering 
the final furlong.  Nonetheless, for all of us, regardless of examinations, the longer 

days of the Summer Term are often the best days of the school year – however, they 
will have to be very special this year to surpass what has been an incredible Spring 

Term.  A perfect illustration occurred on the final weekend of term, when we welcomed 
cadets from ACF, CCF and ATC units for the Cadet STEM Leadership Challenge.  
Throughout this I, and many other members of staff and visitors, witnessed the 

outstanding leadership shown by the large number of students who led and managed 
the whole exercise - I suppose you could say, a typical day at Welbeck!   

CLASS & Career Insights 
 

A number of eminent speakers have enriched 
the Career Life and Service Skills lecture 
programme and these included Muslim and 

Sikh Civilian Chaplains to the Armed Forces, 
Ali Omar and Mandeep Kaur, who spoke 

about their respective faiths in the context of 
the Military and Defence; these opportunities, 
alongside the work of our own Padres enable 

the students to explore the role of faith within 
their own leadership and the responsibilities that they will have for those serving 

alongside and under them.   The Padres also ran an Alpha Course throughout the 
term which proved to be popular and allowed students to explore questions of faith 
and the meaning of life from a Christian perspective.  Julian Harrison came on 

Holocaust Memorial Day and discussed issues pertaining to The Holocaust and lessons 
that could be learnt for future generations.  Other lectures have explored the themes 
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of Extremism and 

Radicalisation, E-Safety and 
internet security from a 

military perspective.  A 
number of Old Welbexians 

have returned to speak about 
their service experiences and 
these have included Capt. 

Richard Fergus (23 
Parachute Regiment), Capt. 

Tom Owen (REME), Capt. 
Harry Welsh (RLC), Maj. 
Oliver Ford (Royal Signals), 

and Lt Charlotte McClean (Royal Navy).  RAF students enjoyed an extremely 
informative fireside chat on Engineering within the RAF from Wg Cdr Ghataora, and 

DESG students met with Ruth Jones, a Senior Graduate Manager, and Katie Lindqvist-
Jones (Old Welbexian).  The Upper Sixth met with more recent Old Welbexians from 
Typhoon Squadron in an informative 'DTUS Survival Guide' talk.   

  
On Wednesday 18th January the Lower Sixth DESG students visited the Ministry of 

Defence and the Houses of Parliament.  During this visit Old Welbexian DESG 
graduates gave presentations about their careers in the grandeur of one of the historic 
rooms where the scenes of naval battles of the past contrasted starkly with the 

development of future defence technologies in which our former students are now 
involved. The group also visited the floor of Defence Ministers and the Service Chiefs 

of Staff, and toured the Houses of Parliament.  The students witnessed a debate in 
the House of Commons about the evolution of Defence post Brexit and also met Rt 
Hon Edward Argar, MP for Charnwood. 

 
Boarding Houses 

It has been a busy term in the Boarding 
Houses, and a number of events have 
provided a welcome addition to College 

life. Students in Alanbrooke and Nelson 
enjoyed formal dinners off-site this 

term, and students from other Houses 
supported Stirling’s Burns Night Dinner 

at the College.  House events are key opportunities for students to plan and 
implement the arrangements for large events including liaising with caterers, 
budgeting, transport and event management – the outstanding success of these is a 

testament to the skills of the students with very little staff support.  These occasions, 
along with the Principal’s and President’s Dinners, provide excellent opportunities for 

the students to learn about and implement mess etiquette.  Portland and Trenchard 
have their House Mess Dinners to look forward to next term.  Our Governors have 

continued to visit the Boarding Houses 

and meet with students.   These 
opportunities enable students to share 

their experiences and give the 
Governors an insight into Welbeck life.  
A recurring theme within their 

conversations is the students’ 
appreciation of the extra academic 

support which is available to them 
outside of lesson time. 
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Inter-House Competitions 
A number of Inter-House Competitions took place this term.  In the non-sporting 

events, the Inter-House Chess, which was overseen by Luke Rickard, was won by 
Portland House.  Nelson House won both the Quiz and the inaugural ‘Gaming’ 

Competition which was arranged by Charlie Williams. Portland House won both the 
Boys’ and the Girls’ Cross-Country events, with Tegan Morley being the first female 
finisher and Tom Richardson the first male. Our thanks go to Tom for organising this 

event. Portland were also victorious in the 
Boys’ Hockey and Alanbrooke won the Boys’ 

Rugby.  Sam Eggo organised an excellent 
Volleyball competition which was won by 
Trenchard House. These results now leave the 

overall scores so far for the year as follows: 
Portland 625, Alanbrooke 570, Stirling 545, 

Nelson 520 and Trenchard 440. There is still 
much to play for in the Summer sports which 
are scheduled for next term. 

 
Model United Nations 

Welbeck contributed two Lower Sixth teams to the annual Model United Nations 
Competition and represented Cameroon and Iran.  Under the guidance of Mr Davidson 
the teams had prepared draft UN resolutions on a host of topical global politics issues 

from nuclear proliferation to human rights abuses and the current situation in Syria.  
Welbeck students, as ever, competed strongly, forging alliances and reconciling 

differences with other delegations whilst further developing their debating skills.  An 
enjoyable and thought provoking weekend for all involved and one that augurs well 
for next year’s competition. 

 
Music  

Music has continued to enrich the College, with 
students giving some exceptional individual 
performances at Student Briefings.  These were 

matched by a quite superb concert at the local 
parish church, where a group of our talented 

musicians performed in St Paul’s Church - there 
was a wide variety of pieces from the Jazz Band, 

Corps of Drums, Choir, Girls’ Singing Group and 
many soloists.  The standard throughout was 
incredibly high resulting in a wonderful 

experience.  Overall, it was a great 

opportunity for students to showcase their 
talents as well as giving something back to 
the community in which we live. 

Additionally the Church raised a significant 
amount of funds in the process.  Walking 

round the College in the evenings and at 
weekends there is nearly always some form 
of music going on – personal practice and 

group rehearsals.  The vast majority of the 
latter are student led and include what 

promises to be an impressive Drill Team.    
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Academic Competitions 

The College has many talented young people, and 
in November the Senior Mathematics Challenge 

Team demonstrated how impressive they were in 
winning the Regional round and reaching the 

National Finals.  Following this the team 
participated in the National finals in London after 
a brief additional warm up in the Cellular 

Automata Poster Competition where they were 
warmly praised for their work.   In the final of the 

UK Senior Mathematics Challenge, the team came 
an impressive 63rd place.  
 

Community and Charity Work 
On the 15th March students from Alanbrooke House went to the local Primary School 

(St Paul’s) to help out in their STEM week. The students joined in with the classes and 
helped the children design and build water 
slides and bridges and then supported the 

children as these were built to set 
requirements.  

 
The College held three fundraising events 
this term; Valentines’ week for Help for 

Heroes, Nelson House Zumbathon for the 
Dove House Hospice and finally Comic Relief 

where over 50 students took part in a variety 
show for the College with Welbeck’s 
Strongest Man, The Weakest Link, Blind 

Date and Lip-Sync. 
 

General Activities and Clubs 
The College encourages students to form new 
groups and take up new opportunities.  This 

term there has been action from the newly 
formed Droning Club which has operated in 

General Activities.  This has been a really 
useful practical opportunity to use technology 

and advance students’ understanding of 
flight, engineering and construction.  The 
members practice and fly on Wednesdays 

around the College grounds and in the Sports 
Hall.  There has also been a plethora of other 

opportunists for students to engage in other 
activities – the student run paintball trip and 

       kayaking treks. 

 
Sport 

It’s been another extremely busy term of sport and many students have represented 
the College at all levels in a range of sports – there is no doubt that both the students 
and the sports staff have earned a well deserved rest over the Easter holidays.  Half 

and full colours were awarded at the end of the term to the most deserving students 
in recognition of their outstanding contributions – a list of these is available on the 

parent portal. 
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Many students have made excellent 

improvements in their termly personal 
fitness assessment with the ‘300’ Club 

now boasting 14 members with Joe 
Palmer joining this elite group this term. 

Within PT, the Bull’s Head L6 Challenge 
was won by Jordan Frier and the fastest 
girl home was Tegan Morley.  The new 

‘route of the week’ initiative organised 
by Matt Cross and Matt Farrrell is 

growing in popularity with route One 
champions  Matt Ryan and Emelia 
Branagan–Harris both from Portland 

House.  Emelia also had further success 
and Owen Morton was the fastest male.   The best U6 ‘Bleep Tests’ were recorded by 

Tom Richardson and Caoimhe Madine.   In the swimming challenge, Charlie Samoulle 
was the fastest male at 25m and 50m in the L6, with Lucy Grimes (50m) and Jemma 
Godfrey (25m) the fastest girls.  In the U6, Emily Attfield dominated the girls’ 

swimming and Joe Kivlin and Dan Jenkins won 25m and 50m respectively.   
 

This term the Boys’ 1st XV Rugby team have played 
some excellent matches and progressed to the 
County Cup Final facing old rivals Leicester Grammar 

School.  On the final night of term the team came 
back from 3-5 down at half term to win 20-5 and 

become County Champions – a remarkable 
achievement.  The Sevens squad also deserve great 
credit as they won The Plate competition at the 

Northampton Saints Elite Insurance Tournament in 
Cambridge and finished as runners up at the Society 

of Heads Tournament.  The squad approached the 
National Tournament at Rosslyn Park in London with 
increasing confidence and were rewarded with superb 

victories over RGS Worcester, Torquay School for 
Boys and Bryn Tawe of Swansea.  Captain Keaton 

Leyland–Jones and Evan Watts deserve special 
mention for their excellent performances. 

 
Girls’ Rugby has continued to go from strength to strength. Nearly 40 players have 
trained hard all term and have put in some excellent performances against local 

schools and clubs. Earlier in the term, under Captain Emily Attfield, the development 
squad secured two very encouraging wins against Oundle School, with notable 

performances from newcomers Ebonie Hawkins, Danni Scarr and Deborah Ohia.  
Towards the end of term two squads entered Sevens tournaments in Coventry and 
Wisbech. Outstanding contributions from Tegan Morley, Mattie Walker-Dupere, 

Caoimhe Madine, Sophie Burton and Harriet Pearsall ensured that we came first and 
second on both days.  Many girls have also been given the opportunity to experience 

club rugby with the College developing a link with Sileby Rugby Club.  Once again this 
season, the U6 girls have left Welbeck Girls’ Rugby in a very healthy state. With a 
strong L6 contingent to go into next year, the future looks bright for the sport here. 
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In Boys’ Football, the 1st team 

unfortunately couldn’t replicate last 
year’s success in the LB Cup and went 

out of the competition after a narrow 
3-2 defeat against Bromsgrove.  

Matches against Uppingham and 
Loughborough Grammar saw defeats 
against strong opposition, however 

they recorded a successful afternoon 
against Denstone College – the 1st XI 

drawing 1-1 and a convincing 3-0 win 
for the 2nd XI.  The season finished 
with all three teams in action against 

Princethorpe College.  The 1st XI 
managed an impressive display with 

Jamie Thompson scoring his second successive goal in two games and Jamie Ryder’s 
neatly tucked away penalty put Welbeck 2-0 up before half time, and Luca Corrado 
scored a fantastic swerving 20 yarder- contender for goal of the season.  The 2nd XI 

faced a strong Princethorpe team and recorded a 4-0 loss. The 3rd XI started their 
game strongly, after five minutes Welbeck won a penalty which Shamsher Sultan 

slotted into the bottom corner; a tap in from Dylan Fotherby meant the half time 
score was 2-2; despite several good chances in the second half they were unable to 
contain the visitors and the final score reflected a late surge from the opposition. 

 
The Girls’ Football team have enjoyed a successful second half to the season. They 

finished third in the Midlands Independent Schools League beating Stamford, Rugby 
and Uppingham as well as gaining a very creditable 2-2 draw against eventual winners 
Repton.  They finished the season with a 2-1 win over Robert Smythe.  Annie Peerless, 

Emily Attfield, Libby Napper & Tegan Morley all represented the Midlands Regional 
side at the ISFA Tournament at Harrow where they finished third.  

 
The Boys’ Hockey team have made 
some excellent progress this term, 

managing to record an excellent 3 – 2 
win against Uppingham.   The College 

also played Bilborough in two mixed 
matches – in the first one, the team 

won impressively; in the second at 
Welbeck the team recorded a creditable 
draw having given the opposition a 

number of key players.  There has been 
an impressive cohort of high 

performance hockey players and Sam 
Vance, Nick Radford and Morgan 
Weymouth all represented 

Leicestershire County Hockey in the 
Player Pathway matches.  

 
The Rowers began the season at a cold, but sunny, Boston Head in January where a 
boys’ VIII raced well and the girls’ quad sculled hard.  The girls changed to rowing 

sweep oar in a four for the rest of term and along with the boys VIII also competed 
at Peterborough, in the Trent Head, and at the Yorkshire Head.  All the rowers and 

scullers improved well over the term.  In the final event of the term at the Cambridge 
Junior Sculling Championships Ed Wilkinson won the J17 Single Sculls and together 
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with Lucy Grimes won the Doubles category by 0.3 seconds.  This involved negotiating 

a formidable bend, Ditton Corner, at speed - they were also awarded the prize for 
taking this corner better than any other crews. 

 
In Badminton, the boy’s team got off 

to a good start beating Queen 
Elizabeth’s at home 6-2 despite Matt 
Cross, the team captain, being unable 

to play.  A draw followed against 
Gateway College after some very 

closely contested games; sadly they lost 
their final match against an experienced 
side from Loughborough Grammar. The 

girls’ team is stronger than ever, and 
this meant that they won a good 

number of matches.  Bella Inglis put up 
a good fight when she was faced with 
England’s 20th seed in ladies badminton, and in doubles Mai-Lan Vu and Jodie Mitchell 

proved to be a formidable pair.  
 

The Cross Country team competed in the East Midlands Cross Country League.  The 
boys’ team came second after competing in seven races and the girls were fifth having 
competed in 6 races. A large number of boys competed throughout the season but 

medals are only awarded to the top 8.  Well done to: Cole Lakin (4th overall in the 
league), Tom Richardson (Captain), Joe Palmer, Louis Pfister, James Burn, Matthew 

Ryan, Stan Kenyon and Charlie Howe. Sam Vance also deserves special mention as 
he finished 5th overall in the league, but was unable to train with the team due to 
hockey commitments.  

 
The Squash team enjoyed new fixtures in Stratford and Oundle and the team put in 

some good performances.  The Netball team finished the Charnwood league as 
Champions and were victorious in the Charnwood tournament; a special mention 
should go to Olivia James who was voted player of the league by her peers.  In 

Basketball, the first team have been working on improving fundamental skills and 
developing tactics and enjoyed testing these out against local schools with a mixture 

of pleasing results. 
 

Military Skills and Leadership 
This term the VPM and the Military Team have 
continued to deliver and enhance the Military 

Skills and Leadership Training Programme 
with the emphasis on creating as many 

opportunities as possible to develop physical 
skills and both their mental and physical 
robustness.  One significant change this term 

has been the introduction of instructors from 
the Four Corps – young Officers, SNCOs and 

JNCOs from The Royal Logistic Corps, the 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 
the Royal Engineers and the Royal Signals 

have enhanced the training delivery both on 
weekdays and also on Exercises.  This has really benefitted training through field 

craft, command tasks and planning exercises - the likes of which the students haven’t 
experienced since their selection boards.   The opportunity to mix with regular officers 
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and soldiers allows our students to enhance their 

understanding of their future careers whilst also providing 
high quality instruction.  These changes have been well 

received by all and has allowed the delivery of an MSLT 
programme that is exciting, challenging and crucially 

provides significant levels of personal development.  
The Upper Sixth deployed to 
‘Ministan’ (Minley Training Area) 

on Ex LAST STAND on their 
final exercise that was an 

‘Afghanistan type’ scenario.  
This was the culmination of two 
years of hard training and 

development of skills and was an action packed filled four 
days spent patrolling and guarding, and also surviving 

the elements.  It was designed to test the students.  FOB 
‘Gareth’ became the students’ ‘homeland’ for four days 
and with the help of young Officers, SNCOs and JNCOs 

from the RLC the students planned and ran its defence, 
and conducted operations over the whole of ‘Ministan’.  

Despite the weather this was a superb exercise which all 
the students will have benefitted from significantly. 

 

Unfortunately the Lower Sixth Exercise 
in January – Ex CENTURIAN’S SPEAR 

had to be postponed because the 
weather in the Peak District was too 
severe.  These exercises are not about 

‘simply surviving’, but rather achieving 
key training aims, and this exercise is 

now planned for next term in June and 
along with the summer adventurous 
training exercise – Ex TRAIL. 

 
In Conclusion             

Each day Welbexians continue to demonstrate outstanding levels of leadership and 
this emanates from the extraordinary levels of personal development taking place at 

the College – this is not something that we can force, but rather as teachers, staff, 
parents and adults we can support and nurture the qualities and talents of these 
exceptional young people.  It’s been an incredibly busy term, and this Newsletter can 

only give a glimpse into the busy lives of the students and what they have achieved 
since the New Year.  

 
  
JPM 
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