
GCSE Music Exam 
 
We will listen to a wide variety of music from the areas of study below.  Pupils will discuss 
the use of instrumentation, melody, rhythm, structure, dynamics, harmony, texture and 
historical and social context. 

 

1 hour and 15-minute examination; 
 

• 8 listening questions in total, two on each of the four areas of study 

• Identify musical elements and contexts 

• Musical dictation 

• Compare and contrast music 

 
All questions will be on the set works that we have studied: 
 
 

Area of Study 1 Area of Study 2 Area of Study 3 Area of Study 4 

Musical Forms and 
Devices 

Music for Ensemble Film Music Popular Music 

Set piece: Eine 
Kleine Nachtmusik 
by Mozart 
 
Western Classical 
Music 

Chamber Music 
Musical Theatre 
Jazz 
Blues 

Use of timbre, 
tone colour and 
dynamics to 
reflect what is on 
the screen 

Set piece: Since 
You’ve Been Gone 
by Rainbow 
 
Pop and Rock 
Bhangra 
Fusion 

 

Key terms for revision are included on the next page; 

  



 

 

 
 

 
 


