
Read your way to a better life English Summer Term wider reading 

English Recommended reads to extend knowledge 

Year 7: focus = 19th century context Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens 

Roof Toppers by Katherine Rundell 

The Ruby in the Smoke by Phillip Pullman 

The Water Babies  by Charles Kingsley 

Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

Year 8: focus =  other cultures and diversity Roll of Thunder Hear my Cry by Mildred D Taylor 

Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah  

The Flame Trees of Thika by Elspeth Huxley 

The Poet X by  Elizabeth Acevedo 

Village by the Sea by Anita Desai 

Year 9: focus = developing a critical voice considering witches across time Return of the Native by Thomas Hardy 

Witch Child by Celia Rees 

The Wee Free Men by Terry Pratchett 

Year 10: focus = using your critical voice Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

Everyday by David Levithan 

Never let me Go by Kazuo Ishiguru 

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  

Year 11: focus = you shouldn’t leave school without reading Catcher in the Rye by J.D.Salinger 

1984 by G Orwell 

Pride and Prejudice by J Austen 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

On the Road by Jack Kerouac  

 


