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Component 1: Portfolio

What's assessed
A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage 
of the four assessment objectives. It must 
include a sustained project evidencing the 
journey from initial engagement to the 
realisation of intentions and a selection of 
further work undertaken during the student’s 
course of study.

How it's assessed
•No time limit
•120 marks
•60% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set and marked 
by the school/college and moderated by OCR 
during a visit. Moderation will normally take 
place in June.

Component 2: Externally set assignment

What's assessed
Students respond to their chosen starting 
point from an externally set assignment paper 
relating to their subject title, evidencing 
coverage of all four assessment objectives.

How it's assessed
•Preparatory period followed by 10 hours of 
supervised time
•120 marks
•40% of GCSE

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by OCR; 
marked by the school/college and moderated 
by OCR during a visit. Moderation will 
normally take place in June.



How is the course assessed? 
How will my work be assessed? 

This GCSE has a controlled assessment unit, which will involve 
you producing a portfolio of work. Controlled assessment means 
coursework you do in a supervised environment – which could be 
in your classroom or, for example, on a field trip. There will also 
be a ten-hour practical task. This is your examination unit which 
is worth 40% of your overall GCSE. 

What grade will I achieve? 

You will achieve a grade for each unit, from 1-9 and then an 
overall grade for the whole course, which will be from 1-9. 
To succeed in the course, the completion of quality homework 
tasks is imperative, and students are expected to meet the given 
deadlines. Students will be responsible for keeping their sketch 
books safe and up to date, as they will contain the majority of 
evidence for assessment. 
All students are strongly advised to regularly attend after school 
sessions to help support and enhance their achievement. 

AO1: Developing ideas 
through research 

AO2: Refining ideas through 
sampling and 
experimenting. 

AO3: Recording ideas 
through drawing and 
photography etc. 

AO4: Presenting ideas by 
producing a refined piece. 



What will you study in Art? 

Year 9 

▪ Observational Drawing 
▪ Identity 
▪ Urban Art

Year 10 

▪ Architecture 
▪ Personal Investigation 

Year 11 

• Final Coursework Unit 
• Exam Preparation 

In Year 10, students will be shown how to create a project in line with the 
assessment objectives exploring the theme ‘Architecture. This sketch book 
tutorial will provide students with the skills, knowledge and insight into create 
their own project which will start in (May) Year 10. 

Students will be given a list of different project themes to choose from which 
could lead into….. 

Portraiture 

Fashion

Photography
(Students will need a 

camera – Ask Miss Parry 
for more details) 

Landscape Fine Art

Sculpture



















What can it lead to? 

This GCSE is designed to bring Art and Design to life and to help you develop your artistic skills and 

expand your creativity, imagination, and independence. In addition, the possibilities for personal 

expression are endless. 

The course provides outstanding preparation for progression to A’ Level in Art and Design. Here at JM6 

students have the opportunity to study A Level Art and/or Photography. 

It could lead towards a career in Fine Art, New Media, Games Development or Games Technologies, as 

well as Digital Photography and Video, and more. 

If you don’t want to take your art and design studies any further, the transferable skills you gain will still 

be valuable. 

You’ll develop problem solving, creative thinking, investigation, research, communication and teamwork 

skills, and gain the ability to develop, refine and present ideas. Employers and universities regard all of 

these highly. 





Is GCSE Art right for you?

If you think some of these apply to you, 
choosing GCSE art would be a good decision:

I enjoy the subject... 
I am prepared to work hard to do well... 
I feel confident with different art materials... 
I like trying new art techniques... 
I am good at trying things more than once 
until they work... 
I’ve got a good imagination...
I want to pursue a career where I need to 
think creatively/use my 
hands/design/create/inspire 
I want to learn more about art and culture in 
this country and around the world... 

If you think some of these apply to 
you, choosing GCSE art might not be 
the right decision for you: 

It’s the only one I can spell... (Miss 
Parry has actually heard this one!) 
I think it will be an easy subject...
It won’t involve much homework...
I won’t have to do much work at 
home... All my friends are taking art 
GCSE....
I want to have a bit of fun...
I can’t think of anything else to take.... 
Other people say I should take it..... 
(ask your teacher)



If you have any questions, please speak 
with…

Head of Art: Miss Claire Parry 
claire.parry@jmhs.hereford.sch.uk


