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Dear parents and carers,

With the end of term fast approaching, the school is feeling more Christmas-y by the day. Our first ever Key
Stage 3 pantomime, Dick Whittington, hit the stage this week and was a joy to watch. Another first — or at least
the first for a very long time — this week was a Key Stage 4 girls’ contact rugby match. The team put weeks of
training into action with a 25-15 victory against John Kyle High School.

I’m very grateful to the students who work so hard to perform at such an excellent level, and the staff who
tirelessly support them. | would like to make a special mention of the many students who also support their
peers. It is wonderful that they attend sports and performing arts events as spectators, and incredible that so
many of our children give so generously of their time in more substantive roles: tech support, backstage crew,
referees and coaches. I've never seen a community where so many young people do so much for one another,
and | hope they know how much we all appreciate them.

This community spirit was evident when, also this week, a cheery group of our sixth formers donned Christmas
jumpers to visit, once again, the Hill Ash Care Home, bringing some festive cheer to the residents and staff at Hill
Ash Care Home with a medley of Christmas songs.

This is a busy time of year, and | wanted to share some notices and reminders in the run up to the end of term.
Ledbury Food Bank Drive

Financial pressures on households continue and Ledbury Food Bank had their busiest October and November on
record, and are expecting even more demand in the build up to Christmas. Tutor group H11a want to help and
are organising a collection of donations for the Ledbury Food Bank. Donations can be dropped off at Reception
or students can bring these to Room 105 before school, during break and lunch, and after school. The deadline
for donations is Wednesday 17 December. Donations of the following items are needed:

Tinned & bottle goods Dry goods Home essentials Christmas items
Soup UHT milk (Blue/ Green Toothbrushes & toothpaste | Such as:

Beans, peas & sweetcorn Tea bags & coffee Washing-up liquid Christmas puddings
Canned meats and fish Sugar Toilet rolls Selection boxes
Squash Pasta & rice Baby wipes Christmas cakes
Rice and other puddings Boxed cereal Handwash

Fruit Fruit juice Laundry tabs

Jam Biscuits and treats Tin openers
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Christmas Fair — Monday 15 December

I’'m delighted that our Enterprise Club is organising the JMHS
Christmas Fair. It will take place on Monday 15 December at
lunchtime in the Sports Hall. All tutor groups are busy preparing FESTIVE FUN FOR
their festive stalls to help raise funds for LEAF, a local charity EVERYONE!
committed to enhancing the well-being of people in the Ledbury
area, and future Enterprise Club events here at JMHS.

Please encourage your child to get involved, enjoy the
celebrations, and bring along some cash to spend. Every purchase
supports fantastic causes and showcases the creativity and
teamwork of our students.

GIFTS IDEAS FOR EVERYONE
AND FESTIVE FUN STALLS

PLUS... CAROLS,
COMPETITIONS & MUCH MORE...

SUPPORT YOUR TUTOR GROUP AND GET INVOLVED!

Christmas Lunch — Tuesday 16 December

A big thank you to our catering team who will be putting on a
Christmas lunch on Tuesday 16 December. It costs the regular
meal deal price of £2.75 and the Christmas menu is:

Glazed Roast Turkey or Quorn Loaf
Served with Roast Potatoes and Roasted Vegetables, Stuffing and Gravy
Followed by Hot Chocolate Brownie with Vanilla Custard

GCSE Exam Certificate Collection Event - Tuesday 16 December

We are looking forward to welcoming last year's Year 11 students to a special certificate collection event from
4pm to 5pm on Tuesday 16 December. This is an opportunity for the students to collect their GCSE examination
certificates. Members of staff will be available throughout the event and will be keen to catch up with the
students. Light refreshments will also be provided. We’re proud of all that our students achieved during their
time with us from Year 7 - 11 and we look forward to celebrating their success together.

Just a reminder that students have to sign for their certificates in person. Mr Peggs, Exams Officer, has written to
students separately with information on how your child can make arrangements to collect their certificates if
they cannot attend on Tuesday.

Christmas Concert — Thursday 18 December

Our Christmas Concert will be taking place as usual in St Michael and All Angels Church at 7pm on Thursday 18
December. It would be lovely to see you there to hear our wonderful musicians and join our choirs with some
carol singing. To add to the festive cheer, we will be serving refreshments from 6:30pm.

Last day of term arrangements — Friday 19 December

On the last day of term, it’s Christmas Jumper Day. Students should wear their normal school uniform, just
replace their school jumper with a Christmas one or decorate their school jumper with Christmas items. During
the morning, all students will walk accompanied by staff to St Michael and All Angels Church for a Christmas
Concert. Students must return to school after the concert.

The school day will finish at 12:40pm for Years 7-9 and 12:45pm for Years 10-13. Buses will be running at that
time for those students who use school transport.



HAF Digital Skills Bootcamp

Ledbury Community Hub are running a digital skills bootcamp for 11 to 16 year olds on Monday 22 December
from 9:30am to 2pm. The programme is designed to equip young paper with the essential skills they need for
success in the modern world, all within a safe, supportive, and stimulating community environment. The multi-
day program is a deep dive into the digital landscape, moving beyond passive screen time to hands-on creation.

The bootcamp costs £30, although is free to those in receipt of free school meals. To find out more and book a
place following this link:
Digital Skill Bootcamp - information and booking link

Parent voice survey

It is important that everybody has a chance to share their feedback and | am therefore pleased to share again
with you our parent survey that is currently open. This annual survey is based on Ofsted’s national parent view
poll, and we have added some questions about our site and facilities. This will give you a chance to feedback on
all areas of the school and help inform our planning for the future.

JMHS Parent Survey 2025-26 — Fill in form

Yours sincerely,

John Holmes
Headteacher


https://eequ.org/book/digital-skills-bootcamp-with-ledbury-community-hub-21191
https://forms.office.com/e/PNaAh3sUG9

