
Choosing your 
subjects for Y10 & Y11



Planning for your future

Key Questions:
1. What options are available to me at the end of Year 11?
2. How do I find out about the options available?
3. How do I plan for my chosen career / pathway?



What are my options?

A Levels Vocational 
Course

Apprenticeship T Level



Your GCSE will 
determine 
which level 

course you can 
complete after 

Year 11



A Levels or Level 3 Courses Entry requirements:
• 5 x grade 4s & Specific entry requirements for subjects 

A Levels

Fine Art 

Photography

3D Design 

Textiles

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Computer Science

Drama and Theatre Studies

French

English Literature

Film Studies 

History 

Geography

German

Law

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Music

Physics

Physical Education

Psychology
Sociology

Vocational Courses

Sport

Cyber Security and Networks

Applied Science 

Health and Social Care (AAQ)



Vocational courses at college (L1, 2 or 3)

• Agricultural courses 
• Bricklaying
• Carpentry
• Catering
• Childcare
• Early Years 
• Hair and beauty
• Health and Social Care
• Motor Vehicle Engineering
• Plumbing and Electrical Installation

A few examples of courses at Herefordshire 
College (HLNSC)



Apprenticeships



T (Technical) Levels
• 2 year courses for students aged 16-19 
• Developed in collaboration with employers.

Each T Level include:
• Exams and coursework.
• Practical skills for a specific job.
• Industry placement (at least 315 hours, or about 45 days).

Level 3



What careers are out there?



Visit to Three Counties Careers Fair – Thursday 22nd 
January 2026



Which subjects will I have to study in Y10 and Y11?

Everyone will complete GCSEs in:
• English language
• English literature
• Maths
• Combined science (two GCSEs) or Triple science (three GCSEs)

• You will also study core PE, PHSE, citizenship, careers, RE and be taught 
computing



Triple or Combined Science

Triple science Combined science

6 lessons per week (including one afterschool on 
Tue)

5 lessons per week

Study biology, chemistry, and physics Study biology, chemistry, and physics

3 GCSEs 2 GCSEs

More content and longer exams Less content and shorter exams



Why might you choose Triple science?

• You enjoy science lessons.
• You want to learn more content and gain an extra GCSE 
• You are good at science and perform well in tests. 
• You are happy to attend after school lessons. 
• Your behaviour is good and you are prepared to work hard.

Note – you can study sciences at A Level after Combined or Triple science



You then choose between two pathways

1) Academic pathway

2) Open pathway



Academic Pathway



Open Pathway



Our recommendation for most students is to study 
the academic pathway.
Why?

• Offers a broad range of subjects.
• Keeps your options open – allows almost any pathway after Y11.
• Avoids becoming too specialised, too soon.
• Helpful if you don’t yet know exactly what you want to do after Y11.



The open pathway can be better for some students.

Why?

• Gives you more choice if you know exactly what you want to do.
• Helps you to avoid subjects that you find particularly difficult.
• Helps you to study subjects that you will really enjoy.



Which options subjects can I chose?

• Art
• 3D Design
• Business Studies
• Computer Science
• Drama
• Enterprise and Marketing
• Food Preparation and Nutrition
• French

• German
• Geography
• History
• Health and Social Care
• Music
• Photography
• PE / Sport
• Textiles



How do I choose?

Think about future plans
Think about keeping options open
Think about things you will enjoy

Take advice from your families
Take advice from your teachers



The application process

• Applications are made using the online platform ‘Applicaa’.

• Students have been sent an email to their school account this evening 
inviting them to Applicaa.

• Students will need to log on to make the application online.

• Applications must be approved by parents/carers.



Don’t use this – an account has 
already been made for you.

Add your email address and password here 
and login as a Registered User



Once you’re logged in…

• You will be asked to change 
your password before you can 
continue with your application

• Also, please read and accept 
both the school and Applica's 
privacy policies







The application process

• When students choose their subjects they will need to rank them in priority 
order.

• They will also need to choose a reserve subject. 

• Once students have completed the application, parents/carers will receive 
an email asking them to approve the choices.



Frequently asked questions

• Are courses first come first served?
• Will I study the subjects that I choose?
• Can I choose courses without letting my parents know?
• Will I get a certain teacher in Y10 and Y11?
• If my friends and I choose the same option will we be together?
• Will I do less work in some subjects?



Timeline
15 – 26 
Jan

• Window for students and families to apply for their chosen options using ‘Applicaa’. 

26 Jan – 
13 Feb

• All Year 9 students will meet with a member of the Senior Leadership Team or their Year 
Leader (Mr Day) to review the options that they have chosen and finalise their choice. 

• Parents and Carers will be invited to attend these meetings.
13 Feb • All interviews should be complete.  If you wish to make any changes to the choices already 

entered, then please use the email Y9choices@jmhs.hereford.sch.uk
6 March • Timetabling to be completed
9 March – 
20 March

• Window for resolving issues with classes and blocking

• Parents/carers will be contacted if it has not been possible to offer a student their preferred 
choices

23 March • Individual letters to be sent to all parents and carers to confirm the subjects that have been 
offered for their child
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